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PRIMMER, 


Wherein is demonſtrated 


T he New and Living Way: 


Held forth by way of 2ueſtion and A4n- 
ſwer, as from a Child's Enquiry after Truth, 
to be informed by the Father. 


Here being divers particulars Anſwer'd, and 
plainly opened,that may be profitable both in 
this preſent Age, and Ages to come. 


Publiſhed for the benefit of all ſorts of People, 
and may be very ſerviceable for every Fan ily, and of 
grear uſe for young Children co learn in, fo foon as 

they can underfiand tiicir L 202vape, that they inthe 
tear of God may be loſtruRed, and | rome ber aber 
Creator in the days Of their Youth, \ | 1!7 | fy 


Orher Foundations can no many lay thin = | 
& laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 

Z: hold, I write unto you both Old and Tonng, that 
10u may know the Truth, and that the Truth 
__ make you free. 


For which I Travel, enduring AMiRion for the 
Truths fake, — WILLIAM * SMITH. 


Printed in the Year 1668. 
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Ts the READBR. 


Reader, 

V Hen the foundation 

is {ure,there it more 
encouragement bs begin to 
build, and to begin well, and 
verſevere in well.doing is the 
way to come into peace: There- 
fore 1t 15 needfull that thou be 
plainly inſtructed in the firſt 
Principle of the pure Religion, 
that thou therein mayſt begin 1 in 
the ſpiritual travel,and continue 
faithtull co the end, whereby 
everlaſting reſt thou wilt come 
to inherit : and tor the {ame ler- 
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FU EO IT IT, 


To the Reader. 
vice is this little Book given 
forth,and the Title of it bears, A 
New Primmer, becaule the Te- 
ſtimony therein is unto Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the firſt Principle 
of the pure Religion, and the 
new and living way unto the 
Father, and makes all new in 
his life and power, as he is be- 
lieved in, and received. Theres 
fore whether thou be Old or 
Young that reads this Book, keep 
in the fear of God, that thou 
mayſt fee] Gods Witnels in thy 


own Conſcence opening thy 
. underſtanding, and making ma- 


nifeſt unto thee the plain and 
imple Truth of God, which in 
this Book is moderately enqui- 


red 


Ld _-_ q _” md 


To the Reader. 


' red after, and plainly anſwered ; 


and though in many anſwers 
there be but few words ſpoken, 
yet if thou read(t it with a ſingle 
Eye, thou wilt meet with full 
ſatisfaction in it, as to the thing 
that is enquired ; therefore keep 
ſimply , and read without preju- 
dice,and Truth will open to thy 
underſtanding, and thou wilt 
come to know Chriſt Jelus, who 
was, and 1s, and is to come, the 
firſt and laſt, the beginning and 
ending, in whom is life, and the 
lite is the light of men. 

And little Children, when 
you come to learn reading in 
this Book, be not light in your 
minds, but mind the fear of 

A 4 God, 


To the Reader. 


God, and as you read, wait to 
underſtand what you read, that 
you out of (in and evil may be 
kept 3 that whilſt you are yet 
young you may remember your 
Creator, and walk as obedient 
Children unto him,and do thole 
things that are well- pleaſing in 
his fight, that in him you may 
grow and encreale in vertue and 
godlineſs, and ſo honour the 
Lord in your youth, not know- 
ing whether or no you ſhall 
come to lee old age. My deſire 
13 to do you any good, and my 
love 1s both to old and young. 


Worceſter County Goal, W. &. 
the 2d Moneth, 1661. 
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A New 
PRIMMER. 


The Child's Queſtion, 
Ather, 1 have a great defre to 
E know God that made me, and to 
be acquainted with his Way and 
Truth, that | might walk therein, 
The Fakes Anſwer, 

Thar isa good deſire Child, and 
thou art worthy to be informed, be- 
cauſe thou inquireſt ſo innocently, 
and wouldeſt know the thing that is 

good , therefore my Child be ſtill 
and diligent, and I ſhall inform ttiee, 
and plain y ſhew thee how thou 
mayeſt come to know God, his Way, 
and Truth, 

Child,7 would be ſo informed Father, 

Father, Why.Child,thou muſt wait 
to know ſomething of God in thee, 


which 


(2) 
which in thy own' Conſcience he ma- 
keth manifeſt ; and by minding and 
obeying of that,thou therein wile come 
to know God, his Way and Truth. 

C. But t there ſomething of God in 

own Conſcience that will give me the 
knowledpe of him ? 

F. Yes; and there is not any thing 
Elſe that can doit. 

C. What ts it Fathey ? let mt know, 
that 1 may not negled it, but give dilt- 

ent heed toit, that 1 may know God ? 

F. It is the Light of Chriſt with 
which thou art calighrened, and iris 
made manifeſt inthy Conſcience, and 
doth there let thee ſee whether thou art 
a follower of the thing that is good, or 
the thing that is evil. 


C. But # it the Light of Chrift with- 


in me ? 


F, Yeschild, it is within theez: and | 


rhere thou art to wait for it, 
C, From whence doth it come ? 


F. From God the Father of Lights. 
C. And | 


(3) 

C.And doth God freely give it unto met? 

' F. Yes, It is his good and perfect 
elftunto chee,that thou therein might- 
eſt profit 

C. How may I know that it t5 the Light 
of Chriſt, and that it comes from God, 
and i given freely of God unto me * 

F. Becauſe it is pure, and joyns to 
no evil, but in thy own Conſcience te- 
ſtifies againſt ic, and reproves thee for 
it, whereby thou mayſt certainly know 
that it is the pure Light of Chriſt, and 
comes from the pure God, and that he 
gives it freely unto thee ro convince 
thee of fin, and ſave thee from ir. 

C, But is that the Light of Chrif 
that lets me ſee my (in, and in my Conſci- 
ence reproves me forit * 

; B.. Yes, child, that is the Light of 
Chriſt, 

C\ Bitt our Miniſters do not ſo teach ws, 

F. That is; becauſe they are nor the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, neither can reach 
} his Way in Truth. 


(4) 

C. But how ſhall Tknow that they ave 
not Chriſts Miniſters, for Iwould nat hear 
or believe any that are not his ? 

F. Thou mayſt know them, child, 
by their Fruits, 

C. Why, 1n what do thiy differ from 
Chriſts Miniſters ? 

F. They differ both in Doctrine 
and Praice. 
i C, How dathey differ in Doitrine ? 

F. Why, their DoGrine is Traditi- 
onal, and they teach for Doctrine the 
Traditions of men, and ſo ſpeak things 
they know not for filthy lucre fake, 
building upon other mens Labours, 
and running into other mens Lines for 
their Matter, which is not after Chrift, 
neither do his Miniſters ſo, 

C. How do they differ in Prattice? 

F. In many things. 


C, 1 would be informed concerninz | 


them, ; 

F. To mention them all would take 
up much time, 
C. Name 


(5) 

C, Name a few, if the whalebe too 
tedious, that by underſtanding ſome of 
them, 1 may be aware of the reſt, 

F. Such as- are not Chriſts Mini- 
ters have their Power and Authori- 
ty from Man, and ſo have each man 
a place of Settlement, which is called 
2 Pariſh ;z and in that Pariſh they bave 
Tythes allowed for their Mainte- 
nance , and that is the Tenth Part 
of Encreaſe : And they have a Law 
made by Man to Compel it; and if 
any for Conſcience ſake cannot give 
it them, then by their Law they Suc 
them, and Impriſon them, and Spoil 
their Goods ; and theſe are Wolves, 
child, that are let looſe amongſt the 
Lambs to rend and tear them ; and 
they have Places builded in their ſe- 
veral Pariſhes, which they call Chur- 
ches ; and they Obſerve one Day in 


| a Week for their Worſhip, and a few 


Hours in that Day to perform it 
and they have an Hour-glaſs (many 
of 


(6). 


of them) and that is their time of 


towards the Glaſs, to ſee when it is 
Run,becauſe ir is a long hour to them 
and when the Glaſs is Run, they tell 
their People the time is now ſpent, or 
words to that purpoſe ; and whar hath 
been ſpoken that muſt ſuffice for that 
time ; and this is not the Practice of 
Chriſts Miriſters, 

C, But where, and in whom (ſuch 
things do appear, may 1 c:rtainly know 


: 
'rin 
Preaching ; and their Eye will be oft it, 


IM 


do 


ha 
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hi 
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that they are not true Miniſters of \Ca 


Chriſt 

F, Yes, Thou mayſt certainly know 
them not to be true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
nor of his (ending forth ; for ſuch 
Fruits do plainly demonſtrate them to 
be falſe. 

C. But if ſuch be falſe, How may 1 
know them that are true? for Thavean 


earneſt deſire in me to know the thing | 


that ts true. 


F. Be patient, child, and in due |! 
time \ 


' (7) 
of 'time thou mayſt come to-underſtand 
oft it, -and thou mayſt know the true 

is 'Miniſters of Chriſt by their Fruits. 
1: C. What «thtir Fruits 2 And in what 
ell do they differ from the falſe * 
or F. They differ in every particular, 
th OC. Inform me of ſome of them. 

at F, The true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
of [have their Power and Authority in 

(God, and that is their Foundation 
ch they take no Tythes , nor Sue any 
w People at Law for maintenance, nor 
pf caſt any into Priſon ; they do not 

love filthy lacre, neither make their 
y Belly their God ; they Preach the 
t, Word faithfully , and do not limir 
h the Holy One either ro Time, Place 
» orPecrſon they are meek and gentle 
and peaceable towards all men ; and 
/ theſeare Chrifts Miniſters, 
7 C, Here is a great difference Fa- 
4 ther, 
F. Yes, child, there is ſo, even as 
» | muchas is betwixt that which is true, 
> i and 


L 


(8) 


and that which is falſe ; or betwixt 


light and darkneſs, for the falſe Mini- | 
ſters are of the Earthly Wiſdom, and ' 


the true Miniſters are endued with 
Wiſdom from above. 

C. But do they not all Preach Chriſt 
inwords ? 

F, Yes, the falſe can ſpeak of the 
Name of Chriſt (as the true do) but 
they want his Power, 

C. But how may 1 then know which i 
true and which us falſe by their words, 
ſeeing words may be te ſame ? 

|}. Why, they that are falſe, 


Preach Chriſt without, and bid » 


People believe in Him, as he 1s in 
Heaven above; but they that are 
true Miniſtcrs they Preach Chriſt 
within, and dire people to wait 
tO feel him in themſelves, and ſo to 
believe in him, 8s he makes himſelf 
manifeſt in them ; and this is true 


Dodrine that biings people to mind | 


that Principle of God in their own 
Con- 


(9) 


Conſciences, which comes down from 


| Heaven and goes thither again , and 


ſuch as are in the Earthly wiſdom, they 
do not know Heaven aboye. 

C, This ts a great difference in their .. 
Dottrine, for one to preach Chriſt withe 
out, and axother preacheth him within,  * 

F, Yes, it doth make a great diffe. 
rence, and hath no more fellowſhip 
together, then the Eaſt bath with the 
Weſt. 

C. And ts this an infallible Tryal of 
them ? 

F, Yes, and it will not deceive 


+ thee, but will certainly give thee an 


are 


underſtanding, whereby thou mayſt 
diſcern them both; and if tho waic- 
eſt in the meaſure of 'the Light of 
Chriſt , thou wilt be ablz co try all 
things, and ſo: come to chuſe that 
which is good, 

C, But muſt 1 not try all things ty 


| the Scriptures ? 


F. Nay, for the Scriptures were gt- 
B ven 


(or) 
ven forth from the Spirit, and it is the 
Spirit that trys whether the things be 
erue or falſe, good or evil, 

C, But are not the Scriptures given 
forth for a Rule to walk by ? 

F. The Scriptures are a true Teſti- 
mony of what the Saints were made 
witneſſes of ; but the Spirit is the 
Rule from which the Scriptures were 
given forth z and it was the Rule un- 
to them that gave forth the Scrip- 
tures, and they had the Spirit before 
they ſpake the Words ; and they 
ſpake the Words as the Spirit moved, 
ſo that the Spiric was before the 
Words, and was their Rule that ſpake 
- the Werds, and it changes not, bur is 
the ſame for ever, 

C, What t« the ſervice of the Scrip- 
tures if they be not a Rule, and for try- 
al of things that are ſpoken ? 

F, They ore of great ſervice, chi'd, 
and are to be read and believed ; 
and they become, comfortable, when 
in 
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rit try another ? 


(11) 
in the ſame Spirit that gave them 
forth, they are fubilled, and cruly un- 


| derſtood. 


C. Then the Scriptures are to be 
owned and believed, as a true Teſt1ma- 
ny of what the Saints were made par- 
takers of in that day 2 

F, Yes, they are to be owned and 
believed, and they that do not (o, they 


* are to be denied : but thiu muſt rake 


heed, child, of giving more unto the 
Scriptures than unto them belongs, 
leſt in ſo doing thou diminiſh from 
theglory of Chriſt, and ſo give it to 
another, And if thou look'{ upon the 
Scriptures to be for a Rule, and for 
crying, thou giveſt chat unto them 
which belongs unro Chriſt, for he is 
the Rule, and leads his people, and he 
alone ſearches the hearr, ard tryes the 
reins, and nor the Scriptures. 

C. Bat hiw then muſt Spirits be tryed 
if not by the Scriptures 2 Muſt one Spi- 


B 2 F. The 


| (12) 

F. The Spirit of God muſt try all 
ſpirits, for it knows the ſpirits whether 
they be of God, and if not, it diſ- 
cerns them, and judgeth infallibly of 
tkem; and if they be of God it receives 
them, and embraces them with joy ; 
 andthis is not the ſpirit of a man to try 
the ſpirit of a Man, but the Spirit of 
God that trys all mens ſpirits. 


C. Then 1 perceive it © the Spirit alone - 


that 1 am to mind in all things. 

F Yes, child, for by minding of the 
Spirit alone in all things thou wile 
come to a good underſtanding in all 
things, and be able to diſcern and pur 
a difference betwixt that which is true 
and that which is falſe. 

C. 1 am ſenſible that there s ſoms'- 
thing in my Conſcience that lets me ſee 
my ſecret thonzhts, and the intents of my 
heart , but 1 have not known what it 
hath been, nor hitherto have mach re- 
garded it, 

F. That isthe true Light of Chriſt 
that 
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(13) 
that lets thee ſee thy Thoughts, and 
the intents of thy heart 5 and God 
bath freely given it unto thee, and re- 
quires thy obedience to it : Therefore, 
child, for the time to come be more 
diligent, 2nd have more regard unto 
itz and when it ſhews thee Evil, and 
reproves thee for Evil, obey it, fo it 
will rend the vail from oft thee, that 
is ſpread over thee, and keeps thee 
from the knowledge of God. 

C. But if 1 ſhould turn unto it, and 
obey it when it reproves me for ſin, is 
there power In it to ſave me from ſin,and 
ta delruver me from all Iniquity * 

F, Yes, child, all power in Hea- 
venand Earthisin it., andit 15 made 
manifeſt not only to ſhew fin, buralſo 
to deſtroy it; andit thou obeyeſt,and 
init belicveſt, thou wilt feel it con- 
demn fin, and deſtroy the Devil thar 
begers it; and it will draw thee near 


to God, andgive thee the knowledge 


of his glory. - 
FT C. That 


(14) 

C. That is the thing that 1 earneſtly 
dere : but nhen 1 look within, 1 ſee 
nothin? bt a body of corruption. 

F, That which diſcovers to thee the 
body of corrupcion, that is the Light 
of Chriſt : and when thou firſt ſceſt 
thy ſelf in it,thou canſt ſee nothing but 
corruption ſtanding ; but by obeying, 
and. believing in it, thou wilt feel tt 
break the body of Corrup-ion, and 
ſet thee free out of that bondage. 

C. But « that the Light of Chriſt, that 
ſhews me my Thoughts, and Words, and 
Deeds , and makes them manifeſt what 
they are ? 

F, Yes,chi'd,that is Lighe of Chriſt, 
and with it are they all made manifeſt, 
and thou canſt not hide any thing from 
It; when thou 'art in' ſecret it 1s with 
— thee,and there ſhews what thy thoughts 
_ are, it ſorts thy words and deeds, and 
lets thee ſee whether they be good or 
evil : if thy thoughts be after vanity, 
it diſcovers them, and reproves thee 
in 


(15) 
in thy own conſcience forthem ; and 
thy choughts thou canſt not hide from 
itz it thou ſpeakeſt vain words, or 
doſt any evil deeds, it condemns thee 


in thy felf, and thou canſt not flg from #& 
. the Judgmenc of ir; and this is the 


pure Light of Chriſt in thy own con- 
ſcience, c!.1id, and is always near thee 
to reprove thee for the things that be 
evil. 

C. This is true, for 1 do feel ſomething 
in me that lets me ſee Evil, both in 
Thouzht, Word and Deed, and 1 alſo 
feel many checks in my Conſcience when 1 
am doing the thing that is Evil, 

F. Why that is the | i;ht of Chriſt, 


that lets thee ſee all chat ever thou haſt 


done, and alſo what is preſent with 
thee, and what thy life is in yz and what + 
thy love is after : And if thou mindeſt, 
thou wilt ſee what ever riſech out of 
the darkneſs, and what the Prince of 
Darkneſs rempts thee to do ; fo that 
thou wile find that the Light of Chriſt 
B 4 will 


(16) 
will make manifeſt every evil in the 
appearance of ir, and will call thee to 
abſtain from it ; and if thou obeyeſt, 
ic will keep thee from joyning to it. 
And I-ſhall in one Inſtance plainly in- 
form thee of ic ; When the Devil 
tempts thee to put forth thy hand to 
rake any thing that is not thy own, the 
Light of Chriſt lets thee ſee ir to be 
evil, and thou art ſenſible that it is not 
thine before thou toucheſt it ; and if 
thou doſt not obey the Light that dif- 
covers it, then the Devil prevails and 
draws thee todo ir, and ſo thou becom- 
eſt a Thief, for which the Light re. 
proves thee : Orit thou be tempred to 
tell a Lye, the Light lets thee ſee it 
before thou (peaked it, and thou art 
ſenfiblechar the thing thou arc to ſpeak 
1s nor erue 5- and if thou doſt not obey 
the Light that ſhews it, the Devil pre- 
vails and draws thee to ſpeak it, and 
thou becomeſt a Lyar, for which the 
Light reproves thee. 

| C. This 


(17) 

C, Thus « truebut will the Light deal 

thus plainly with me in all things ? 
7 F, Yes, child, it will deal plainly 
with thee in all things, and will not de- 
ceive thee in any thing, but will make 
ir manifeſt as itis : It it bea Lye, ir 
makes ic manifeſt to be a Lye, and that 
which makes manifeſt a Lye that is 
True,and will not deceiye thee; there- 
Fore mind ir, and obey it, and it will 
divide aright: And what is of the fleſh 
It will let thee ſee to be fleſh, and ſo 
for Condemnation, 

C, Father, ſhew me what the Work of 
the Fleſh are, that 1 may know them 2 
{ F, Thou art to mind the Light, 
and it will ſhew thee, and give thee 
true knowledge of them : for if at 
any time thou liveſt co the fleſh, and 
ſatisfies} it with the affetion and luſt, 
the Light will condemn thee and 
the Work that is brought forth by 
thee, by which thou mayſt certainly 
know that it is a work of the fleſh; 

[U | yer 


(18) 
yet for thy Information I ſhall menti- 
on ſomeof them, and ſhew thee what 
they are; Coverenſneſs, Drunkenneſs, 
Witch-craft, Hatred, Variance, Emulati- 
on, $ rife, Debate, Deceipt, Anger, Envy, 
Malice, Back-biting, Whi(pr1ng, Pridt, 
Fornication, Adultery, Giutiony Swear= 
inz, Lying, Sporting, Playing, Caring, 
Diceing, Dancing, Ringing, Feaſting, 
Revelling,Banqueting,wicth much -nore, 
and they thart live in ſuch things can- 
not inherit the Kingdom of God, 

C. Here is a areat number, Father ; 
But do all theſe , and more then theſe, 
lodge in People ? 

F. Yes child,all cheſe,and more than 
theſe,lodge in the heart that is decirful, 
where they are generated by the ſubtil- 
ty of the Serpent, which is the ſeed of 
the Eyil-doer z and he forms them up 
intoa body, which is the body of fins 
and where they are, and the life in 
them, they ſ{cparate from God, and 
vails from beholdiog the brightneſs of 
his Glory. C, But 
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(19) 
C. But cannot 1 know God,his Way and 
Truth,and yet live in ſome of theſe thing? 
F, Nay, child; it thy lite beinany 
of them, and thou wa'keſt in them, 
thou liveſt in that which can neither 
know God, nor pleaſe him; and the 
Way and Truth of God thou art out 
of, for, as far as the Eaſt is from the 
Weſt, ſo far doth fin ſeparate from 
God. 

C. But muſt 1 deny them all 2 

F. Yes, child, f r it thou liveſt to 
the Fleſh, thou muſt die. 

C. Alas Father ,who then fhall be ſaved? 

F. Why thoſe that tura when the 
Ligt:t reproves them for fin, and choſe 
that obey and bclieve t'erein, for in 
the Light the Name of Chriſt is known, 
1a which is Salvation ; and he that be- 
lieves 1s ſaved. 

C, But may I come to witneſs thoſe 
Works of the Fleſh deſtroyed whilſt 1 am 
in the body, ſeeing they ſeparate me frons 
God, his way and Truth ? 

F. Yes, 


(20) 

F. Yes,if thou believeſt inthe Light, 
it will ariſe in Power, and deſtroy thy 
Luſts chat War againſt thy Soul, and 
will ſubdue the evil concupiſcence of 
the anclean Nature, out of which pro- 
ceeds. all evil, and in which thou canſt 
not p'eaſe God. 

C. Father, 1 am but a child,and want 
#rnderſt ending , tell me therefore how 1 
muſt get out from amongſt theſe evils ? 
for 1 now ſee my (elf beſet with them, 


and 1 would willingly deny them, and | 


part with them for Chriſt, 


F. Why, child, I ſhall briefly in- | 


form thee of this thing : When thou 
feeleſt thy mind inclining towards any 


evil, and that the Light diſcovers it to | 
be evil, then do thou mind the Light | 


that diſcovers it, and ſtand chou ſtill, 


and joyn not to it, but deny thy (elf, 


though thou mayſt feel a ſtrong incli- 
nation towards it ;,and if thou ſtand 
-Qill, and waireſt in the Lighr,thou wile 
receive Power againſt ir, and ſtrengrh 
IN, if) 
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| clear this thing to my wnderſtan 


(21) 
to overcome it, and thou wile feel the 
Power of the Light to croſs thy Will 


| in whatit would do, and in the Power 


thou wilc feel thy Salvation : and fo 


| as thou mindeſt the Light, and in ir 


believeſt thou wile be kept from joyn- 
ing to the Evil, and walk in the daily 
croſs to thy own Will, whereby the 
World will be crucified unto thee, and 


thou wilt be crucified unto the Wour'd, 
| and true Judgment will be Execured 
| upon the Evil-doer , and death will 
| come upon hy own life, and {lay thy 
' luſt, that hath loved any thing more 
| then God, 


C, 1 deſire one particular _— to 
ing ? 
F. I ſhall give thee one inſtance, 


' which by minding thou mayſt know 
: allthe reſt : When thy heart is lifted 
| upin Pride, and thou ſtandeſt exalted 
' in thy own Mind, and there haſt 


high thoughts of thy ſelf, and ſtri- 


; ving to adorg thy Body with coſtly 


Apparel 
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Apparel,and to pur on any thing more 
than is needtull for the ſervice of the 
Body; the Light of Chriſt in thy con- 
ſcience will reach- unto thee, and plain- 
ly ſhew rhee, Thar the thing thou art 
exerciſed in, 1s an evil thing, fo as thou 
mayſt ſenſibly feel correction for it : 
Now , if thou turneſt to the Light 
when it reproves thee and corrects 
thee, and yeeld unto it without re- 
fiſting, ic will reach to the top of thy 
Pride, and bring thy haughrineſs down, 
and lay thy lotcinefs low, and will cru- 
cihe thy carnal affeRtion with the Juſts 
of it, andwill bring death upon ir; ſo 
will thy life 2nd pride be taken away, 
and Humility willſpring and come in- 
ro Honour; and in the Power which is 
the Croſs, the Old chou wile feel pur 
off, and the New will be put on, and 
thou wilt be made.a new man in Chriſt, 
who will reveal the Father unto thee, 
and givethe true knowledge of him h's 
Way and Truth. 

C, This 


—— 
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C. This #4 ſtrait Gate, Father, Is 
there not another way by which 1 may come 
to know Gol ? 

F. Nay, child, there is not another 
Way, for Chbriſt is the Way and if 
thou delirzſt to come co walk in Chriſt, 
chou muſt part with All for him, and 
Deny thy ſelt to follow him z There. 


' fore doth the Power ſtand inthe Gare, 


-— 
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to keep out all thar is Unciean, and to 
Crucifie it before there can be an En- 
trance; and that is the reaſon, child, 
why ſo few enter 1n at the ſtraic Gate ; 
but do not thou fly the Croſs,but mind 
the Light that leads in it, ſo wilt thou 
feel the Regeneration wrought, and a 
Birth born thatis of God, andis Heir 
of the Kingdom. 

C. But muſt every Work of the Fleſh, 
which the Light reproves me for be deni- 
ed and crusified after ſuch a manner * 

F, Yes, child, for in the Self-denial, 
and daily Croſs thou wit feel the En- 
mity ſlain, and the Power will oo 
my 
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thy Freedom ont of the Bondage 
- wherein thou haſt been held Captive 
under the Enemies Power; and if thou | 
lieſt down patiently, and beareſt the 
Judgment willingly, Judgment will be 
brought forth unto victory, 

C, Alas Father, this is a hard ſaying; 
and if there be not another way to come 
#0 the true knowledge of God, I begin to 
faint already, and do not ſee how I can 
be freed from the evil that daily attends 
me ®? 

F. The ſaying is not hard, child, 
but unto that which Reaſons abour it, 
that would kecpa lite in ſometbing that 
muſt be deſtroyed, and there is no 
cauſe for thee to faint, child, though 
evils attend thee daily, but believe in 
the Light, and it will work the Work 
for thee, and remove thy burthen from 
off thee ; for all things are pofhible 
with God, and there is nothing roo 
hard for him : therefore reaſon nor 
about it, but believe oyer it, and-che 
Lord 
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Lord God will nor forſake thee until 
he hath perfeR&ed his Work, for kis 
tove is to that which breatheth in thee, 
and through Judgment he will Re- 
deem thee, and ſhew thee his Salya- 
tion. 

C, Bnt muſt 1 be born again, Father * 

F. Yes, child, orelſe thou canſt nor 
enter into the Kingdom of God, 

C. How may I come #0 know that, with 
the work of it © 

F. By diligent waiting in the Light, 
whereby thou wilt come to feel the 
efteGual working of God's Power, 
through which the old Birth, with al} 
the Deeds of it, will die, and thou 
wilt feel a new Birth raiſed, which ate 
rer God is Created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs, 

C And what ſha 1be when ſuch 4 
Work « wrowzht, and the new Birth 
raiſed £ 

F. Why, Thou wilt be made a 
new man in the Immortal Seed, and 
C hou 
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thou wilt have a new Heart, out of 
which will proceed new 'Fhoughts, 
Words, and Deeds; and then thou 
canſt not live any Jonger inthe Evil, 
but inthe Good, into which thoy art 
redeemed by the ReſurreRion of Lite : 
And herein, child, is the Lord God 
eruly known, his Way and Truth. 

C. Oh Father ! that 1 could feel this 
Work effeftually wrought in me , then 
ſurely 1 ſhould be eaſed of much that now 
oppreſſes me ? 

F, Why, do not haſten, child, bur 
keep ſiayed in the Light, and there 
thou wile feel the hand that worketh, 
and know the power of it whereby thy 
Redemption will be perfected, and the 
Seed Immarrtal raiſed ; then thou wilt 
feel the Oppreſlor broken, and thy 
Burtchen taken off, which will give 
eaſe unto thee, and bring in joy for 
Mourning. 

C. Bnt if there be not another way 


to know God, they how « it with all 
thoſe | 
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thoſe People that do not thus believe, 
and yet profeſs God, and Truth, and 
Scriptares 2 

F, Why, child, ail chat are faichfal 
to God in what he makes known unto 
them, they are not Judged, though 
unto the Truth they be not yer clearly 
attained 3 and though there may be 2 
difference in the Profeſſion, yet it is 
bur one thing in all that breathes afte: 
God, which the Lord brings through 
the T1ſpenſations and Adminiſtrations 
of Profeſhons to inherit 1 ife in rhe 
Poſſeſſion; and it isnot a Profeſſion 
that makes a Chriſtian, chongh peop!c 
in a Profeſſion may ſpeak largely (ir: 
words) of the Grace of God, and the 
Love of Ged; bur they read in that 
Book Notionilly, betore they have 
paſſed through the Judgment exper!- 
mentaily : And do not thog boſie thy 
mind ſo much to look after others, but 
mind thy ſelf,for thou muſt give an ac- 
count of thy (elf ro God, 
Gia C. I'ut 
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C. But I arſire to enquire ſomewhat 
aft 7 this thing, that 1 miy receive In- 
formition concerning it, ſceing there are 
fo many profeſs: ons,and all (rem 0 differ, 
an yet bit one true Way, that ſo 1 may 
chuſe the true, and deny the fallr, 
F. .\ hy, cbils, tor thy ſatisf11- 
on, I hail a little open it unto thee, 
whereby thou mayeſt ſec into the 
ground of all Profeſſions , and how 
they all come to Gifferz for Peopie 
wanting the Life and Power of © brit 
in themſz}ves, they are betraye Q ro 
the words which trom the Life and 
Power were g!yen forth; and then, 
not under{tanding the Scriptures 23 
they are, they put to their mennInge ; 
and when in their Meanings (ney Can- 
not agree, then ar ſes the difference : 
and one cries, L  here,and another C3ies, 
Lo there, accord ng to their own mean» 
ings and concluſions ; and fo being 
from che Spirt cot Godinrt emlelvcs, 
trom which the Holy Men of God 
: Pave 
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gave forth the Scriptures, they do not 
underſtand the Scripture, nor the 
Power of God : And this is the reiſon, 
child, why there are ſo many Proteſſi- 
ons and ſhews of Religion, 

C. Then «it not wer!) aangerous to 
put Meanings to the Scriptures, and from 
thence to draw concluſcens concerning Ne- 
I:210n, when there is net a meaſure of the 
ſame Sp rit fel: fro n which the Scriptures 
were given forth ? 

F, Itis very dingcrous, child, and 
it is the way of he old Secpenc, 2nd 
fy 211 4 Profeft 10 ACVEr n3k*-s, d Crt 
ſtan, nor brings forth a pur* Revgi- 
on, but torms up a ſhew of Godliacls 
out of the Power, 

C, But amon?ſt theſe ſeveral Profeſſi- 
ens there is ſomething ſeemingly 200d in 
their Prattice for e/ * profeſs 4 worſhip 
'0 Goa, and they have Praying, and 
Preaching, anda Singing ; and they uſe 
tmuſe things calle! Oratnances z 4s Bap® 
tiſm. and Bread and IWWine* 


(39) 

F. Cbild, this obſerve, That which 
ſeems to be, and is not the thing it 
ſeems, it deceives the beholder : And 
there may be ſomething good in all 
the Profeſſions , and yet not be fo 
as it ſeems, .and in the Darkneſs it 
is not co be diſcerned ; The Phart- 
{ees had long prayers, and thar was 
ſeemingly good, yer Chriſt called 
them Hypocrites : So to judge ac- 
cording to the Appearance is very 
dangerous , for therein are many de- 
ceived, taking a thing to be that which 
it is not, 

C. But i not the Worſhip of God 4 
good thing * 

F. Yes, the Worſhip of Godis a 
good thing ; butif there be no more 
but a ſhew of Worſhip, it is not the 
Worſhip of God, nor 1s not fo good 
3s it (ſeems to be, but is a Will- 
worſhip, and nor the Worſhip in the 
Spirit, which is the true Worſhip of 
God, 

"RY / 
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C, Is a0t that a true Worſhip whey? 
there ts Praying, and Preaching, and 
Singing, with ſuch Ike good things ? 

F, That is a true Worſhip where 


- there 1s praying, and preaching, and 


ſinging 1a the Spirit; bur there may 
be ſuch things done and not in the Spt- 
rit, but in mens own wills, aad that 
Worſhip is vain. 

C, Then inform me, Father, of the 
true Worſhip. 

F. Why, child, I ſhall ſhew thee : 
when the mind is joyned to the Spiric 
of God, and is ated by ir, and ſub- 
jected to ir,then is the Lord God truly 
worſhipped z and thar is the Worſhip 
in the Spirir, 

C. And how & that Worſhip prrform- 
ed? And what i the prattice init? 

F, Ic is performed according to 
the good pleaſure df the Spirit, that 
blows where it liſtech ; and the pra- 
Rice is, as the Spirit moves. It the 
Spirit gives words to declare, they 
C 4 are 
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are declared faithfully : If it move 
unto Prayer, it is performed in it: 
And fothe things praiſed in the true 
Worſhip, are performed in the Spi- 
rit's Power, and according to its own 
pleaſure, 

C. Do not all people that profeſs 4 
PWorfhip unto God, perform their Service 
in the Spirit ? 

F. Nay, child, for they that are in 
the fleſh cannot perform a ſpiritual 
ſervice, 

C, How do they then Pneach and Pray, 
with other things they prattice in their 
Worſhip ? 

F. They do it in their own wills, and 
in the ſtrength of the earthly wiſdom, 
and not in rhe Spirit, 

C, And a) theſe called Miniſters per- 
form their Service in thetr own wills and 
Wiſdom * s 

F, Yes, child, they do it in their 
own wills and wiſdom, and in their 
own time, 

C, Ext 
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F C. But how ſhall 1 know that they do 
02 

F, By their Limitation, in binding 
up thetr Worſhip unto a Time, Place, 
and Perſon ; bur the Spirit of God is 
not limitred, 

C. Why # wot their Time, and Place, 
and Perſon right , ſeeing their Time is 
wpon that day called Sunday, and their 
Place that which # called a Church, and 
the Perſons ſuch as are counted Miniſters 
of Chriſt ? 

F. Nay, the Lord God of Power 1s 
not Iimitted to any of them. And as 
for their Sunday, the Heathen named 
itz and the Pope named their Chutcch g 
and their Schools and Colledges made 
their Miniſters, 

C, But dothey not Preach ſound Do- 
cadrine? 

F. Nay, their DMtine is after the 
Tradition of men, and not after 
Chriſt; and they get their Doctrine 
by their Arts and Linguages that 
they 
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they have learned at Schools and Col. 
ledges, and then read it, or ſpeak it 
forth in their own wills that are cor- 
rupted, and there is no ſoundneſs in it. 

C, Bt if it b: ſo, there are many de- 
ceived, for they are looked upon to be able 
Miniſters. 

F. Yea, many are deceived, who 
walk not in the Light that diſcerns 
them ; but who walkin the Light ſees 
them, and their Wolfſh nature un* 
der their Sheeps cloathing, And now 
is the Lord making them manifeſt, that 
they may not deceive any longer, for 
they have kept people always learning, 
and are unproficable Talkers, Teach- 
ing for filthy Lucre, andnot of area- ' 
dy mind. 

C. But is not their praying a ſervice 
that ts accepted of God? 

F. Nay, forFthey pray not with 
the Spirit, nor with the Underſtand- 
ing. And ſome of them cannot pray 
at all, but as they have prayers made ' 


by 
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by others, and have them ſet in a 
book to read, as in the; book of Com- 
mon-Prayer ;, or elſe ger words into 
their memory, or comprehend them 
into the Notion, and then ſpeak thzm 
forthasin a way of prayer, when the 
Spirit 15 not felt , ſo that neither cheir 
Preaching aor Praying is accepted of 
God, 

C. And i not their ſinzing an accep- 
table Services for they that can ſing 
Praiſes are in a good condition, 

F. Who are come into that ſtate, 
where a Pſalm is given in the Spiric 
tity are in agood condition, and can 
{ſing Praiſes, and make Melody in 
their Hearts unto the Lord ; and 
they rightly underſtand what they 
ſing; and they fing with the Spirit, 
and with the Underſtanding : But 
none can (ing afrer this manner, bat 
who are redeemed from che Earth. 
Burt they have David's words put 
into Meetsr by Hopkins and Sternhold, 
and 
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and given them forth as they were Da» 
wvid's condition, and the Drunkard, and 
Swearer, and Lyar fing together, who 
know nothing of David's condition 
and fo they fing Lyes in Hypocrifie, 
which is not a right Service,nor accept- 
ed of God. 

C, 1 would know, Father, how it is con- 
eerning thoſe things called Ordinances, 4s 
Baptiſm, and Bread and Vine, which are 
much uſed in thiir Warſhip ? 

F. Why, child, as to thole things, 
they role from the Pop.'s invention, 
who hath had power in the N:ght of 
Apoſtacy , and hath fer u» his De. 
vices, which are yet continued in 
Enzland, though he ſeemingly is de- 
nied, and the whole pr Rice of thoſe 
things as they ule chem, had their in- 
ſtitution by the Pope, and were ne- 
ver {ſo Ordained of Chriſt ; for he 
did not ordain Sprinkling Water in a 
childs face, or to mike a fign of the 
Crols in his fore-head, nor God-fa:hers 
2nd 
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and God-mothers to undertake for it : 
neither. did he @rdain Bread and Wine 
to be fouled and received, And the 
Wine ts 2nother of the Pope's inven 
tions, who knows not the Cup of Bleſs 
ting, in which is che communion of 
the Blood of Chriſt, fo hath invented 
: Silver Gup, and pours Wine into 
it, and then the Prieſt gives it to the 
people, and rells them , That # the 
Blood if Chriſt which & ſhed for them, 
when :t 1s Wine, and nor Blood : 
And gives them Bread, and tells 
chem- I hat the Body of Chriſt that 
i broken fer them 5 when people 
reither diſcern the Body nor the 
Biocd of Chriſt, and ſo Eat and Drink 
Darnn2tion to themſelves. And true 
Fapti/m. child, is inthe Spirit, which 
BaytiFerh into one Body : And the 
true Meat and Drink, is the Body 
and Blood of Chri!t, which the wor- 
thy receiver feeds upon in his Heart, 
$o chat theſe things be taiſe, 2nd nor to 


be 
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be regarded by the true Chriſtians who 
are come to the Spirit, and live in the 
Spirit, which is the Subſtance, 

C. But is nd the place in which all 
theſe 1hings are performed, a wut 
Church ? | 

F. Nay, the true Church isin God 
the Father of our Lord ſeſus Chiiſt ; 
and Chriſt is the Head of ir, and hath 
the preh:minence in it : bue the place 
in which ſuch cbings are performed, 1s 
alſo of the Pope's invention, and he ? 
counts himſelt ro be the head of it, 
and he would have the preheminence z 
and isa Place made by men, and it is 
Wood and Stone which do decay and 
wax old, and come tonought : Then 
they make Levies, and gither Money | 
to Repair ir again ; and if they do 
not fo, ir will fall and conſume, and 
turn into Mire and Dirt: Bur the true 
Church, of which Chriſt is the Head, 
is a Living thing, and doth not de- 
cay, nor wax old, but is ingrafted in- 
(#) 
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rohim, and there is neither ſpot nor 
blemiſh in it. 

C. But are #0t theſe the trae Chri- 
ſftians that prattice and perferm *.h 
things ? 

F. They bave got the Chriſtizns 
Words,and fo count themſelves Chri. 
ſtians ; bur they are not in the Chriſti. 
ans Lifc, neither is their Way the 
Chriſtians Way z fo they are praQti- 
ſing thoſe things that God requires not 


' at their hands, neither doth he accept 


them : And who are true Chriſtians, 
child , they come into Union with 
Chriſt by the effeRual working of his 
Power in them, through which they 
are tranſlated and made new creatures, 
and the new creature is in Chriſt, and 
is a true Chriſtian, but the old is an 
& poſtare. 

C, There ts alſo ſome other whings that 
1 would be informed in, becauſe I ſtand 
{omething doubtfull concerning them. 


F., Whatare they, child ? 
G.1q 
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C. 1 obſerve that People make much to 
ao one with another when they meet toge- 
ther, or part one from another, in putting 
off their Hats, and Bowing,and Cringing, 
and going Backward, and Scraping ; and | 
1 am doubtful whether this be the trat Ho- 
nonr with which 7 am to honour all men. 

F. This Doubt will be eaſily remo- 
ved, and thou mayſt be aſſured thar ir 
1s not the erue Honour, 

C. How may 1 be aſſured of it 2 

F. Why, child, they that ſeek 
Honour one of another, they do nor 
believe in Chriſt the Power of God, 
which is honourable jn all men, and 
is to be honoured where it appears in 
any ; and this ſeeks not the honour 
below, or to haye the Ht put off, or 
the Body to bow and crinze, or the feet 
to ſcrape ; it neither ſeeks ſuch ho- 
nour, nor can give ſuch honour, for 
it 1s a beggerly honour when it is 
compared with that honour that comes 
trom God alone, and where it is ſought 
and 
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and expected it is from below, and 
thar which anſwers the expeRation is 
the ſame: and ſo men ſeek honour one 
of another, and they give it one to 


* another with their Hat and Knee, And, 


Tour humble Serwant Sir : And ſuch 


{ arenot inthe Power of God, bur in 


the vain cuſtoms of the Heathens ; 2nd 
ſo it is got 1n a cuſtom to put off the 
Hat, and bow, and cringe, and ſcrape , 
and Women to cyrtiſie, and droop ; 


* andthis is ſought for and expected one 
from another; and they receive it one 


of another : And theſe are the Apo- 
ſtate Chriſtians , that are out of the 


' Power of God that is Honourable, and 


fo ſeek honour one of another, and 


| are reſpeQing one anothers Perſon ; 


and che Rich and the Proud they ger 
the Honour , and the Poor and the 
Needy they are not regarded, 

C. But # there not ſuch an Hoour 
that belongs to Maziſtrates and Men in 
Amnthority* 

D F, Nay, 
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F. Nay, chi'd. (ſuch Honour doth 
not belong to them, neither are they 
Honoured when it js done ſo unto 
them ; for txne Honour is from the 
Heart, and not trom the Hat : And 
where any thing of God appears 1n 
Magiſtrates and Men in Authority, 
that is Honoured with the Heart, and 
it doth not expe the Hat: And this is 
true Honour, child, and it is given un» 
to whom it is due. 

C. But ſceing ſuch a thing # expetted 
by men in Authortty,is it not better for me 
10 give it to them then to offend them 2 

F. Thou muſt be carefull , child. 
how thou Reaſon | about it, leſt thou 
run'ſt into Tranſgreſion ; for if thon 
reſpeRteſt Perſons, thou commitrreſ} 
ſin, and the Law of God will convince 
thee of Tranſgrefſion : Therefore mind 
the Lord and his Teachings ; and if 
men be offended becauſe thou obeyeſt 
the 1 ord, thou wilt not be guilty of 
the offence ; but the Wo ſhall be nn- 
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to that in them which would be Ho- 
noured with thy Hat, from whence the 
offence comes, 

C. And doth not the Loyd require any 
ſuch things to be done ? 

F,Nay,the Lord :equires it not,but 
the pride of man's Heart ſeeks it ; for 
the Lord requires that thou ſhouldſt 
Honour all men in him ; and thart is,to 
olive Honour unto whom 38 & due 3 but 
unto a proud, heady, high minded man, 
there is no Honour due, though he may 
be great in the World, and bein place 
toRule ; bur in the Power of God the 
Poor 15 as honorable as the Rich, 2nd 
the "egger as he that Rules; and the 
Honor 1s given as duc unto the Power, 
and not unto any mins Perſon, 

C. I would be informed of anotie 
thing, i ater, What Lanznage 1 am te 
ſpeak unto a (inzle Per ſon whether Thoy, 
or You, be the true Langnare unto 6 fin- 
zle Per{on ? | 
F. Why, me ſingle perſon be- 
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iog One and no more, the true Lan» 
guage 1s Thos unto him, or her : and 
bath been the Language ſpoken by all 
that have been guided by the Spirit of 
God without reſpe& of Perſons; And 
we do not read of another that was 
ſpoken by the Holy menof God unto 
any perſon, whether a King, or any 
in Authority under him ; for the Spi- 
rit of Truth leads into all Truth, and 
Thou to One 1s the Language of Truth 
without reſpect, and the Spirit of Truth 
reacheth ro ſpeak it, and noc another. 

C. Bnt hiwis it then that People uſe 
the word You to one another, when they 
ſpeak One to One > 

F., Becauſe in that thing they do 
not mind the Spirit of God, and its 
Teachings ; and ſo the falſe fpirir 
acting, brings forth a falſe Word; tor 
Yew 10 One, 1s an Apoſtate Language, 
and through the van cuſtom of it, is 
become ſeated in the Pride of Heart ; 
3nd when the true Language is ſpoken, 
the 


45 
the Pride cannot hel but it is the 
true Language,child,and was fo in the 
beginning before the fall; and God is 
turning it again unto his People in this 
day of Reſtauration, * 

' C., And muſt I uſe the word thou to 
all ſorts of People ? 

F. Yes, When thou haſt occaſion 
$0 ſpeak to 0ze; And do not reſpect 
the perſon of any man or woman ; for 
it isas true to the Rich as to the Poor ; 
and the Spirit of Truth will teach thee 
to ſpeak it if thou mindeſt and obey- 
eſt it; and if thou doſt not, it will re- 
prove thee. 

C. But is it not a thin? that will become 
me to uſe good Manners * And People 
do not take the word Thou to be good 
Manners, when 1 ſpeak to my Belters ; 
and they will not have their Childrer 
tanzht to ſpeak that Languaze, bicanl 
they ſay it is unmannerly. 

F. Iris the evil words, child, thai 
corrupts good manners, wiiether it bt 
it 


45) 
in a child, or elder people; but true 
words is mannerly, and is ſpoken in 
che manner of Troth, which is good 
manners: And thou muſt not mind 
what others ſay, or how they will have 
their children taught; bur mind thou 
the Lord and kis Teachings,and he wall 
reach thee to ſpeak good words , and 
true words, which is good manners ; arid 
It is the evil words that corrupts It : 
And people that know not the Teach- 
ings of God, nor the Truth of God, 
they know not the manner of jt, and 
ſo are ſeeking how to honour one 
another, and ro ſpeak to one another, 
and after what manner to do it, which 
1s not in the manner of Truth, bur in 
the falſe ſpirit, which corrupts their 
words and ations,and ſo corrupts good 
manners. 

C, And khaw muſt 1 do concerning 
Oaths , ſzeing that Swearing in many 
things is required * as ſometimes to give 
Teſtimony to what 1 know ;, and ſome-' 
times 


— 


(4 
times to teſtifls my ſubmiſſion unto a Rn- 
ler ; and alſo in other things? 

F, Whatever men require of thee, 
child , thon muſt mind what the 
Lord requires of thee ; and it men 
require that of thee which the Lord 
forbids thee, thou muſt obey God : 
And Chriſt Jeſus hath forbidden all 
Oathes, and it is not lawfull to Swear 
upon any account, though men may 
require it ; becauſe Chriſt hath com- 
manded, not to Swear at all: and if 
thou loveſt him, thou wilt keep his 
Commandments, and not Tranſgrels 
againſt him becauie men require 
thee to do otherwite; bur do thou 
mind the Spirit of Truth, and ic will 
teach thee to ſpeak truth in what 
thou arr called unto, and thy Yes in 
the Truth, will bind thee to perform 
faithfully what rhou Teſtifherch or En- 
gagethro: And fo in all things thou 
art called unto, ſpeak the truth from 
thy Heart, as in the fight of God, 
D 4 and 


(48) 
and let thy Tea be Tea ; and let there 
beno more in any wiſe ; for what is 
more comes of ey], 

C. But there ts much [aid concerning 
the Lawfulneſs of an Oathin ſuch need- 
full -matteys, as to end Strife, or en- 
gage to a Ruler, with other things ; 
and there are many Scriptures brought 
for it, 

F. They that bring Scriptures to 
plead for Swearing in this day, they 
do not underſtand the Scriptures ; 
for He who'is Lord of all, faith, 
Swear not at all, neither by Heaven 
nor by  Farth, nor by any other thing , 
bat let your Yea be Yea, and your 
Nay, Nay , for what i more comes 
of Evil : And thou art to obey Je- 
{us Chriſt whoſe Dodrine is true, 
and who ends the Diſpenſation of 
Oathes where ſtrife was ; and in that 
Diſpenſation when they did Swear, 
and werc not to forſwexr themſelves, 
It was not an Oath formed in words, 
and 


(49) 
and then impoſed by the laying a 
hand upon the B:ble and ki fing it, 
but was ſolemnly ſpoken from the ir 


; own mouthes, and what proceeded oa t 


of their mouths,that they were to per- 


* form unto the Lord ; And this was 


the Oath commanded in that Diſpen- 
ſation, as thou mayſt read, Numb.z 0. 
If « man vow 4Vow unto the Lord, or 
Sweer an Oath to bind his Sowl with 4 
Bond, he ſhall not break his word , he 


! ſhall do according toall that proceedeth 
| out of his mouth : (now Mark child) 
' This was the thing the Lord Com- 


manded in that Diſpenſation , and it 
was no more but the word that was 
ro proceed ont of their own mouthes, 
and were not to break, becauſe ir 
was the Souls bond; therefore they 
were to do according to all that pro- 
ceeded out of their mouthes ; fo thar 
ir was to proceed out of their own 
mouthes, and not to be impoſed in 


formed words, which binds not the 
Soul 


" - "Oy 
Soul: And there is no Scripture tht * 
mentions any other way of Swearing 
in that Diſpenſation; but now Chriſt : 


Jeſus, who Ends all the rata, br 


chings, He ſaith, Swear not at all ; but 
let your Neabe Yea ;, and it is without 
Excepcion , or putting any difterence | 
betwixt vain Oathes and ſolemn Oathes, * 
He ſaith, Not at all, nor by any thing ; 
For what is more then Tea and Nay : 
comes of+ Evil : Therefore , child, 7 
obey thou ' Chriſt's DoFrine , what 
ever men may require of thee; and | 
if thy Tea will not be cak+n to the * 
eruth of thy word, let nothing elſe 
be done by thee, leaſt thou falleſt in- 9 
ro Condemnation. 

C. Father . Inform Melo concerninz 
the Obſervation of Dayes, as thoſe cal- 
led Holy-dayes, and that called Sun 
day, which ſome call Sabbath-day, 
ana ſome the Lord's-day, and whether 


the Lord requires that 1 ſhould obſerve 
' them # 
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F. If thou Obſerveſt aday, child, 
Obſerve it co the Lord ; but he re- 
quires not the Qbſerving of particu- 
lar Dayes, for the Sevemh Day was 
Holy, in which he Reſted from all 
bis Work, and that was the Fews 
Sabbath , and they obſerved it to the 
Lord as he commanded ; but Chriſt 
Jeſus hath tulfilled ir, and ended it: 
And thoſe called Holy-Dayes are ſet 
up in the Apoſtacy, in which the 
Saints have been Killed and AMar- 
tyred , upon which Dayes the Apo- 
ſtares Rejoyed and Feaſted z and 
they are called Feaft:val Dayes : and 
thou art to abominate che obſerving 
of them. becauſe they were ſetup in 
the Bi!oocethirſty Spiric ; And for that 
ca'led the Lord's-Day or Sabbath-Day, 
people do ror underſtand what they 
ſay ; for the Sabbath is the Seventh 
Day, and the obſerving of that is 
ended in Chriſt; and that called the 
Lord's-Day , is the firſt Day of the 
Week, 
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Week ; and the name Sunday, is + 


from the Heathens, who celebrated 
that day unto the Su», and fo called 
it Sunday : But, child, every Day 1s 
the Lords-Day, and thou art to ob. 
ſerve them all unto him, and walk in 


his fear, and in his dread every Day & 


and Hoar; and who come to Chriſt 


and believein Chriſt, come over the 7 


obſervation of Dayes, into the one 
Day of the Lord, which is as 2 thou- 
ſand years, and ſo walk with the Lord 
in his Day, and obſerve it to his Glory 
and Praiſe. 


C. 1 now feel my underftanding pretty 


well informed and opened; but will the 
Light of Chriſt, in my ows Conſcience, 
les me ſoe all theſe things, and teachme 
10 underſtand them in Truth, 

F. Yes, (child) it will, if thou 
enclineſt to its Teachings, and ſtand- 
eſt ſingle to obey, ic will give thee a 
perteRt underſtanding of Gad , his 


Way and Truth, and will let thee ſee | 


all 


| 
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| ig . all the Cuſtoms, and Faſhions, and Tra. 
ted ditions of the World to be vain for 
led .. Condemnation, 
Ay And now, my child, receive Inſtru- 
fn 1 ion and be wiſe, and ler not the 
Jay | Counle] of thy Father depart from 
iſt 7 thee, bur treaſure it up in thy Hearr, 
he 4 fhat thou mayſt lay up for thy felt a 
ne 190d foundation, and know the hand 
of the Lord to build thee up : And 
now I exhort thee, child, to mind the 
fear of the Lord, that thou mayſt 
FYj«aow the beginning of Wiſdom, and 
therein be made wiſe unto Salvation ; 
{and let not thy mind (in any wiſe) go 
'alter vantty ; keep thy eyes from be- 
holding vanity ; and as thou mindeſt 
che Light of Chriſt, thou wile ſee it, 
7 and be kept fromir. 4nd now unto 
- all Sorts and Sets of People a few 
Words I write, 


em ae ne he Rn rr IC £A_— 
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X _ a —_ —_— 


Unto the A ged. 


= that haſt paſt over many 
years, and haſt ſpent thy time in 
vanity, now watt to redeem it ; thou 
draweſt nigh thy end, and che time char 
is paſt thou canſt not call again; thou 
muſt lay down thy earthly body, and 
how ſoon thou knoweſt not; the world 
muſt paſs away, and thou muſtleaveit ; 
if thou haſt gathered great Riches,thou 
muſt not abide with them 2: What 
profit will there be in al! theſe things, 
when thou muſt go hence and he no 
more ſeen> And what will all thy pre- 
feſſed Religion do for thee in that day 
It will all forſake thee : Therefore, 
whil{t thou haſt yer a day, turn and 
obey the Lord and his living Voice in 
thy Conlcience,that thou may ſt be ga- 
thered unto God, and know his {alyati- 
on, before the day paſs over. 


Unto 
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Unto the Young Men, 


; = that art inthe ſtrength of thy 
Youth, ſpendit not in vain, nor 
| farisfie thy hearts luſts, which many 
times provoke thee to do evil, thy 
' dayes willend, and an account thou 
muſt give unto God ; therefore intime 
} conſicer, before the evil day come up- 
on thee, for thou knowſt not how ſoon 
the Lord may call for thee,and require 
an account of thee : Therefore ſtand 
| inawand 10 nor, but walk in the fear 
of the Lord, that ic may go well with 
thee in the Jatter day, 


—_ — A ——— — 


| Unte little Children. 


"T Hou that art yet in thy young 
A Years, and art but like a plant 
ſpringing up into ſtrength, thou 
know- 
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knoweſt not the day of thy cutting 
down : therefore whilſt thy time is, 
mind the Lord that made thee, and 
gives lite and breath unto thee, and 
walk in fear before him, ſo will he 
reach thee the way wherein thou art 
to walk, and he will order thy conver- 
ſation arighe, and ſhew thee his ſalva- 
tion, and thon wilt be kept from the 
evil of the dayes that yet thou haſt co 
paſs through, and will know the Pow- 
er of God to pluck up the root of 
evil whilſt thou arryet tender, and be- 
fore it be coo much grown in ſtrength; 
and thou wilt come ro be grounded 
and rooted in the Love of God, and in 
chat ſpring up like ap/eaſant plant, fo 
will thy dayes which yer thou haſt to 
paſs through in this world, be joyfull 
to thee , and in the end, everlaſting 
peace will be thy portion : Therefore, 
Little Children , keep out of vanity ; 
Lye not, Swear not, Envy not : be ſ-- 
ber, be gentle, be peaceable, be tender, 
love 


| 
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love one another , be not proud in any 
wiſe ; put not oncoſtly Apparrel,take 
no thought after that ; be not curious 
in your Meats and Drinks, but having 
Food and Rayment, be therewith con- 
rent, Let not your Apparrel be more 
then what is needfull for your bodies, 
nor your Food more then what is con- 
venient for your refreſhment : ſo will 
the Lord adorn you with the beauty of 
holineſs, and feed you with that mear 
that doth not periſh, 


A few words concerning true Dilgern» 
ing 47d Judgment. 


Ow is Salvation come from the 

moſt High, and the God of 7/rae! 
is over all ; he is confounding the 
Wiſe men in their Wildom, and de- 
ſtroying the Strong men in their 
Strength, he is breaking the Idols of 
ſilver, and the Idols of gold, and eye- 


oy 
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ry carved work te is throwing down, 
and his eye beholds the way of every 
man, and he ſees their work of what 
ſort it is ; he is the ſearcher of the 
hearr, and ke paſſeth by and beholds 
the intents thereof ; hidden things he 
brings to lighr, and by the gift of his 
own Spitit he ſhews to every man bis 
thoughts ; this 1s his perfect gift to 
every man, a manifeſtation thereof a!! 
men have, that they thereby might 
profit; and though a meaſu:e of this 
Spirit hath a being i» AY, 2nd makes 
its ſelf manifeſt 7» a//, and 15 the 
true light that doth enlighten af tha; 
comeinto the Werld, yer all do not re- 
ceiveit, nor come to be guided by ir. 
ſo walk in the fleſh, and cannot pleaſe 
God, neither can perceive the things 
of God, and what is performed by 
ſuch as a Service or Worſhip to God, 
he doth nor require it at their hands ; 
and though they make many prayers, 
he will not hear, for they have no 

| L1nion 
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Union with his Spirit; and this tryes 
all People, and their works in a true 
Diſcerning , and gives true Tudzment 
upon all according co their doings ; s 
and who bave not this Spirit of Chriſt 
they are none of his; bur all that re- 
ceive it and have Union with i ir, they 
walk not in the Fleſh, but in the Spi- 
rit, in which they fee the Shapes and 
Forms of every [mage and Likeneſs, 
and the ground from whence they do 
ariſe; and no fa'ſe birth can heve a 
hiding place, but from the leſt to the 
greateſt they are cif. overed, and the 
jaireſt covering tht any have cloath- 
ed ticmielves withal is ſeen rhrong!, 
and all the f-rmed ikenefies which 
appe-:r tis day amoneſt rhe fons of 
men in whar they do profeſs of God, 

they are all ſeen to be of the flcſh, and 
their Ro2t and principle 15 of that pare | 
and nature that is earthly, {rom which 
no good thing can ariſe; and i: brings 
forth a birth in irs own likene(s, and 
E 2 of 


(60) | 
of its own nature, which by the Spirit 
is truely diſcerned, and every work of 
the Fleſh is manifeſt co the Spirit, for 
the Spirit ſearcheth all things,and truly 
judges all things, for the Spiritis Truth; | 
And though this may ſeem 1n many 
of your eyes to be raſh judgment, and 
you may call it ſo, yet it wi'l ſtand a 
witnels againſt all that are ſatisfying 
the Fleſh, For there is not any thing ſo 
hardly received as that teſtimony that 
ſtrikes at the Life of another, and thar 
which deals plainly and fimply with 
all, and deſires the good of all, thar 
meets with the leaſt entertainment in 
the hearts of people; bur that which 
flatters, and cries peace when the 
bonds of Iniquity ſtand, that 1s a plea- 
{ing thing unto the minds of all who 
walk in the fleſh; and that which comes 
to rip them up, and diſcover their nz- 
kedneſs ro their ſhame, that, they kick 
againſt, and will not own nor receive | 
it for truth , for there is not any *' 
peO- | 
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people would come to ſhame for 
what they do; and that which opens 
ſecrets, and brings any thing to Light, 
by which ſhame may come upon 


ject it, though the ching be really rrue 
which is witneſſed againft ; and ſo 
there is no work of the Fleſh that 
would come under the Spirit's Judg- 
ment, though it be truly diſcerned 
and jud:ed as itis, and the Diſcern- 
ingand Judgment ſtand in the truth ; 
but thoſe concerned in ic will not 
own 1t, bur cry out, Who made you 
a Judge > And why are you fo raſh to 
judge, as if all were to be condemned 
bur your ſelves > How do you know 
che hearts of people. 7 And why 
may not others be as right as you for 
what you know © Soevery Form and 
Likeneſs would fave its own Lite by 
putting off the Judgment, as if none 


| could Diſcern it ; and no falſe birth 


that would have its Nakedneſs to ap- 
E 3 pear, 
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pear, leſt it ſhould come to ſhame 
thereby': And thus People harden 
them(clves againſt the Spirit's Teſti- 

mony, which in ir ſelf is the Searcher 
2nd tryer of Hearts and Reins, and 
none can hide their Counſel from ir. 
C Mark ] Is not this the Judge thar 
ſtands ar che door and knocks  Doth 
not he diſcern when Evil riſeth in 
your Hearts > And doth he not there 
Reprove you? What 1s it that you 
can hide that he finds not our * Whar 
can you do in your fecrer Chambers 
that he doth nor know * And what 
Thought can you think (amongſt 3]l 
your Thoughts) that he doth not diſ- 
cern? And doth he not judge you in 
your own Conſciences, if you have 
Thought any Evil, or uttered vain 
Words, or done any thing w.ckedly ? 
Will you deny this to be a true D//- 
cerner, and a Righteous Fudge ? Fe 
fobcr, and there is a Witneſs (which 
you may feel in your ſelves) to anſwer 
©0 
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to the Truth declared ; and all that 
have received the Spiric, and are born 
of the Spiric, they have an Under- 


+ ſtanding given them, by which they 


are able to diſcern the Fleſh, and all the 
works of it, and give true Judgment 
upon it without reſpeR of Perions 
not judging according to the Fleſh, 
bur according to the Spirit; and ſees 
ro the Root and Principle from which 
all things ſpring ap and grow z and 
they do not judge according to the 
outward appearance, but judge Righ- 
reous judgment , for ſuch as Diſcers 
no further than what outwardly ap- 
pears, and then judge according to 
thar, Others from the ſame ground 
may draw as true a Judgment againſt 
them : And here people are not to 
Judge, leſt chey be Judged ; which 
is a place much alledged againſt true 
Judgment ; but whoſo Judges one 


' of another, it is not in the Spiric ot 


Truth which doth Dilcern through 
E 4 all 
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all Appearances z bur ir is in the fleſh 
which cannot perceive beyond what 
doth appear : And fo all the falſe 
Births give Judgment one againſt a- 
nother, and cannot bear the Judg- 
ment of one another ;z then they are 
provoked and angry one with ano- 
ther, and run into Confuſion and 
Diftration, Warring and Fighting, 
and Deſtroying one another about 
their formed Religion 3 none being 
come to the Spirit chat gives a Dil» 
cerning through what appears, and 
gives crue Judgment in the ground : 
but all born of the Spirit have true 
Union with it, and the fleſh and the 
deeds of it, are {ubdued under its and 
they are no more in the fleſh, but in 
the Spiritz and have received Chrift 
Jeſus the Lord, and walk in him, 
and are Spiritual , and che Spiritual 
man judgeth all things, and he him- 
ſelf isjudged of no man : And whe- 
ther you can receive it or no, you - 
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all cruly tryed and judged not in the 
Fleſh, but in the Spiric 5 and your 
ROOT and FOUNDATION 1s 


| feen and Diſcerned, and is not found 


to be that which was in the beginning, 
but that which the Subtilty genera- 


red fince the beginning, and fo doth 


be rule over you, and blind your 
minds that you cannot ſee nor dif 
cern further than what appears; and 
the Myſtery of the Kingdom is hid 
from your eyes, and you run inrothe 
Words with your carnal Minds and 
earchly Wiſdom, and from what is 
Written draw ſomething to your 
ſelves, and form upa Likeneſs in your 
conceivings, and bring that forth in 
the ſtrength of your own Wills; and 
this 1s your Foundation, and che firſt 
principal of your Religion ; and fo 
the H ARLOT bath brought forth 
many children, which in her Womb 
bave all been conceived, and yet are 
not formed one like another, bur all 
differ 
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differ in their- Shape and Zikeneſs, and 
then ſtrive one with another, and yet 
are all children of one Houſe, and 
all of one Kingdom ; but no Love, 
nor Unity found amongſt them ; but 
Envy , Hatred and Malice, and all 
one againſt another, and divided into 
Heads and Parties, which is an evi- 
dent Teſtimony of the Ruine and Fall 
of your Houſe and Kingdom; For, 
A Houſe divided azainſt it ſelf, cannot 
4nd. 
# Therefore come out of it, leſt it 
fall upon you, and utterly deſtroy 
you, and all come to that where 
Peace and Safery is ; for God hath 
prepared a ſure Refuge and Reſting- 
place for all that will come : And he 
hath gathered many into Unity, and 
perfect Peace therein ; and they reſt 
in his Love, and are preſeryed in his 
Power, and he alone is their Strength 
and ſure Defence ; ſo hath the Lord 
made his Power known in this his 
| Day, 
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Day, and hath gathered a Remnant 
ro that which was in the beginning, 
which was the S-1nts' Life, and from 
which the Sci: ures were declared, 
and of which they all ceſtified, that 1s 
now made manifeſt which the falle 
Apoſtles ravened from, and many 
Sons and Daughters are come to glo« 
ry in it 5 and this is the Spirit of 
Truth , which leads into all Truth, 
that cuts down Tranſgreſhon , and 
Reigns over the Head of the Tranſ- 
greffor, and doth diſcover clearly 
all the deeds of Darkneſs, which are 
come up fince the Dayes of the A- 
poſt!-s, and are praftifed by ſuch as 
arc inthe Apeſtacy z and this compre- 
hends 1 , bur cannot be compre- 
hended of any ; it is pure, Ever- 
laſting , Unchangable, and no Vari- 
ableneſs there is in it : All that 1D it 
do believe, bave found the Author of 
Eternal Salvation, and are come to 
the Wiſcom and Righteouſneſs of 
God, 
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God, and to the enjoyment of Eter- 
nal Life, whichisin CHRIST FE- 
SU $ the Lord, whoſe Glory and Ma- 
jeſty is ſpreading over the Earth, and 
who is gathering a Holy People to 
Himſelf, chat in them his praiſe may 
be ſhewed forth; who alone is worthy, 
God of gods, and King of Saints, who 
by all his Redeemed Ones is, over all, 
Exalted, Magaified, and Praiſed for 
Ever and Ever, 


So the Lord give you Underſtanding in 
all things. ; 


Something 


3 
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Something of Truth manifeſted 
for the Travelling Birth to 
peruſe and meditate. 


I, An by Tranſgrefſion havin 
M loſt his firſt Eſtate of in 
cency, Simplicity, and Uprigheneſs, be 
is alrogether uncapable of recovering 
himſelf, and reſtoring bimſelf into ir 
again, which the Wiſdom of God be- 
holding, his own compaſhon moved 
towards man, and in his Wiſdom he 
prepared a Way in the Light of his 
Lite, by which man might come again 
into the created ſtate of Uprighenels 
and Innocency ; and herein the Love 
of God is univerſal, and is not bound- 
ed nor limitted, whereby he doth ap- 
pear to bea God gracious and merct' 
tull unto all mankind, who by tran(- 
ereflion is aJtenared from his loving 
kindnels 


# 
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kindneſs and mercy in the Light of 
his Life within every man, that man 
chereby might turn unro him, obey, 
and believe in bim, chat ſo by the 
Light and Power of his own Life, he 
might Redeem man out of all iniqui- 
ty, trinſgreſſion, and fin, and reſtore 
him into innocency, ſimplicity, and 
uprightneſs in his own Life, where his 
mercy and peace comes tobe enjoyed 
according to the degrees of reſtitution. 
2, The Love and Mercy of God 
. being thus held forth in his own com- 
paſſion , and tendered in the day of 
his Viſtcation u co ail minkind, it doth 
thereby appear t!at God would not 
have any to periſh, but would have 
them rura tothe Light of his Life, when 
by its Teſtimony ir doth reprove them 
in their own Conſciences, that ſo upon 
their obedience to the reproot , he 
might convert them, and heal them, 
and reſtore them, 
3. Man thus conſidered ia himſclt, 
as 
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25 wholly uncapable af recovering him- 
ſelf, and reſtoring himſelf, then he is 


2 toceaſe in all things 2s to himſelf, and 
| wait fingly upon God in the Light of 


his Life to ſee his Salyation come from 


# him alone. 


4. When thy mind is thus turned 
ro the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in chy 
own Conſcience, and that thou be. * 
gin toyeild unto it, and toobey its te- 


| ſtimony,thewin the Light a holy thing 


1s conceived, and by operation quick- 
ned and being conceived and .quickned 
in the Life, ir breatheth and thirſteth 
afrer Life, and the Life doth nouriſh 
it by giving more Life untoit, andſo 


| prepzres it for the day of its bringing 


torth, which in fulneſs of time doth 
come topaſs;and this is the birth which 
is born nor of the fleſh, nor of blood, 
nor of the will of man, but of God, 
5, Whsn thou art drawn towards 
God in the Light of his Life, and art 
quickned by the Lite to breath in ten- 
derneſs 
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derneſs after a larger meaſure of its ful- 
neſs, then do thou wait to be preſerved 
inthe preſent meaſure which thou baſt 
received; for if after rhy mind be turn- 
ed tothe Light, and thou begin to be- 
bold ſomething of the excellency and 
glory of the Life, and of the King- 
dom, and to have ſome taſtes of it, 
and then ſtart afide from the Light, 
and beginto will and run out of it,and 
ro compaſs to thy {elf ghe ſight and 
ſpeRacle which in the Light is ſhewed 
thee, thou wilt run into great dan- 
ger ſuddenly ; for that part which will 
run out of the Light,and compaſs and 
gather chat which in the Light is ſeen, 
thzt pare will enrich it ſelf,and cloathit 
{elf with the work of its own hands,and 
thou wilt certainly find, that in ſuch 0- 
penings there will ariſe a raviſhment 
and ajoy in thee, thou being come to 
a fight of the glory of the Life in the 
Viſion or Propheſfie,8 if thou give way 
to that part which would-be hunting 
and 


" 
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and running out of the light, to fetch 
that in which in the lighe thou may 
behold , and ſo conclude thou haſt 
attained it, and from thence fatisfie 
thy ſelf and create thy own peace in 


* thy ſatisfation, thou ſits down ſatisfi- 


ed in that which' is polluted, though 
thou haſt had the openings of that 
which in ic ſelf is true. 

6 When thou ait come to the 0- 
[_ in the Propheſie, and in the 
light beholds the glory of the king- 


| dom, then in the light keep ſtayed, 


and wait to be guided by the draw- 


| Ings and leadings of it, that ſo by the 


light thou mayſt be gathered into the 
life, and do not haſten in the froward 
part to catch & gather that, to thy ſelf 
which 1s opened in Propheſie, for that 
part which in the forwardneſs doth 


; catch and gather what is opened and 
; ſeen in the Prophefie, that part will 


[ 


0 


work by imagination, 4nd form a 
likeneſs ina talſe conception , and ſo 
F will 
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will advance and ſer that up as if ic 
were the true birth, . and thereby thy 
mind will be lifted up in the appre- 
henſfion of thy attainment, and An- 
tichriſt will reign over thee, and de- 
ſtroy the holy thing which in Lifeis 
conceived and quickned , and dark- 
neſs, will ſet up it ſelf under a ſhew of 
an Ang:1 of Light, and then thou wile 
loſe the ſence and teeling of the Life 
and irs drawings, and miſs the Birch 
of the Son whoſe glor y thou haſt be- 
held in the Prophekie and where An- 
eichriſt chus ſers up himſelf by his de- 
ccivable working, he rules in Spritu- 
al wickedneſs in high places, and they 
that expect mercy and peace from 
God in ſuch a ſtate they deceive 
themſelves, for mercy i with him that 
he may be feared, bur that which ex- 
alts above him doth not fear him, 

ſo cannot partake of his mercy, but 
muſt be taken away by his Judgment, 


and fo there is 2 difference made be- 
tween 


(75) 
tween the precious and the vile, and 
the mercy reaches the precious, but the 
vileis judged. 

7. When thy mind comes to be ex- 
erciſed rowards God in the Light of 
his Life, and thou art made ſenſible 


| that thy Soul wants true Peace, and 


that thy breathing go to God in the 
pure earneſt, then wait in the Light to 
be preſerved in patience, and keep 
thy eye to the leadings of the Life, 
that darkneſs may nor caſt thee down 
by accuſations; forif itcannor heigh» 
ren thee, it will labour ro c:ſt thee 
down, and wi!l not ceaſe ro pretenr 
unto thee thy own unworchin*(s and 
weakneſs, and will beget queſtionings 
in thee whether thou love God fer- 
vently, or whether God will accept 
thee, and ſo the oppoling Spiric may 
caſt thee down 1n thy youngneſt, whilſt 
yet thou art not grown in ſtrength co 
rebuke thy Adverſary, and that will 
cauſe fears and doubtings to enter 
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thee, and grief,and ſgrrow,and mourn- 
ing to come upon thee. 

8 When thou feels that thy mind 
is diſpoſed rowards God in the lighe 
of his life, then do thou ſtand ſtill and 


be watchful, that the light may keep | 
thee in atrue ſence of thy own pover- | 


ty, andthe riches of Gods mercy,and 


ſo preſerve thee in a fingle depen- - 


dency upon God alone, and then he 
will appear for thy help when thou 
haſt need, and will ſuccour thee in thy 
travel , and ſtrengthen thee accord- 
ing to what he requires of thee , and 
every ſtep thou ſerteth forward in 0- 
bedience to his movings , thou wile 
feel his hand to lift thee up, and his 
arm to draw rhee on, and whar haſt 
thou to do for thy ſelf, bur to wair 
upon God to renew thy ſtrength in 
thy cravel , that thou miyſt follow 
bim in. his own way, and not deparr 
from his Counſel ; and it thou abide 
in the drawings,of the Lite,he will nor 
leave 
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leave thee behinde him, bur will en- 
large thy heart to run the way of his 
commandments ; fo thou that arc 
travelling in the way of life, keep 
thy mind in the cool and meek ſpirit 


| of God, for in that is life, and there 


Ver= | 


and 


thou wilt diſcern when any paſſion 


; riſeth, or any extream worketh, and 
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when the lite moves by operation, 
and raiſes thee up in the power of it 
ſelf, and makes thee treſh and living 
with its own virtue, then yield thy 
ſelt ro be diſpoſed by ir, fo will no 
falſe heigth enſnare thee, nor any ac- 
cuſation entangle thee, bar the lite 
will preſerve thee init ſelf,” and lead 
thee in the feeling of the love in which 
is the true temperance, that gives do- 
minion over all inordinarce aftetion 
and here thou wilt come to under- 
ſtand that it is God alone that work- 
eth all thy works for thee , and {9 
thou wilt be brought to ceaſe form 


| all chy own labour, and to wait upon 
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God ina ſingle dependency, to fee! 
his movings, drawings and leadings, 
whereby thy way will be peace, and 
thy path pleaſantneſs, and the Lord | 
thy God will give thee the Refreſh- 
ing Mercy in his own Love, by which | 
thou wilt be comforted in thy travel, * 
and be made ſtrong to perſevere un- 
to the end, and then what thou baſt 
ſeen afar off thon wilt come to inhe- | 
rit, and what thou haſt breathed at- 
ter thou wile come to enjoy, and ſo 
thong wile know that the Lite which 
quickned thee, the ſame will ſatisfie | 
thee in the lor of thy Inheritance, for | 
mercy and peace is unto thee whoart 
{ubjeRted ro the Will of God ; and 
thus doth God alone bring to paſs the 
counſel of his heart for his Seeds lake ; 
therefore ler all Fleſh be filent, and 
keep in filence, for time is with the 
Lord, and his owa time is the beſt 
tlme, who in time begins his work, in 
time proſpers it, and in time perfects 
it, 
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ir, and ſoin time quickning, in time 
nouriſhing, and in time bringing forth 
the birth of his Lite; and this can no 
min do for himſelf with ail his owa 
labor,therefore feel thou the Lord who 
2rt quickned by him, and caſt all thy 
care upon him, tor te carerh tor thee, 
and in humility he will ex3lc thee, in 
wants he will ſuoply thee,in poverty he 
will enrich thee, in nothingnels he will 
fill chee,in diſtreſs he will comfort thee, 
and in tvs Love and Life ke will give 
thee all things freely,*and fo in inno- 
cency,{1mplicity and uprighrnels 1n the 
Seed of God thou wit walk with God 
in the Paradice of his Pleaſure. 

Now learn a Parable, the Vine is a 
render Plant, and all extreams are con- 
trary to its nature ; therefore in Win- 
cer it neither bloſloms nor bears Fruic, 
but the {eeds of irs nature retires into its 
rout, and there preſerves ir (elf in the 
extremiry of cold, and violent ſtorm, 


but when the cemperate Spring comes 
F 4 the 
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the ſeed aſſendeth, and fills every 
branch with its vertne, whereby the 
branches ſhoot and ſpread abroad, 
and the Grapes they maltiply and grow 
in cluſters, and this comes to pals in 
the Spring time, when the Suns tem- 


perate heat breaks forth, and the | 


Clouds moderate dew and ſhowers de- 


icend, even ſo is all born of God, So 
thou irc tender in the Lite, wait for 
thy growth in the ſame, and when the 
Life movethby its own power, do not 
quenchir by reaſoning, for though it 
work in its power, and may diſpoſe 
thee by its power, yet is the moderati- 
on, temperance, and pure wiſdom init, 
and all extreams of paſſion are ſubdued 
by it, and ſo thou firting in Lite, 
thou {irs over all deadnelſs, and alſo 
over all unrulineſs,and in the pnre tem. 
perance of the Lite, thou feclſt Gods 
prelence, his vertue and goodnels, by 
which thou art made freſh and green 
and fruitfull, and in that ſtate the Lord 
hath 
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every hath plexſarein thee ; ſo it is a weighty 
y the matter to nnderſtand the true place of 
road, jtemperance, tor it lies beyond the 
grow comprehenſion of the deepeſt reaſon in 
als in the Fall, and throngh Faith is found in 
tem- {the Life which reaſon cannot compals, 
the [for where it will it bloweth, and when 
's de- \jtwill it worketh, and by its working 
|, SO ,enliveneth, and ſo by its motion diſ- 
t for |poſeth the mind in the pure rempe- 
a the |rance of its own nature and proper» 
2 nOt |ry, in which there is no cantrariety 
ghit {by any compolition, and therefore the 
pole ' motion of the Life cannot be truly cal- 
ratl- [Jed a paſſion or an extream, though it 
nit, {may diſpoſe che miad contrary, or be- 
ued {yond what the wiſdom 'below can fa- 
ite, |thom or comprehend, 
llo | Soevery Babe of Life,hold faſt that 
Mm. | whichin the Life thou haſt received, 
ods {and what thou mayſt further ſee in the 
by | Propheſie unto which thou art nor yer 
en {artained ; wait in patience, and ket pa- 
Id tlence 
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rience have irs perfe& work in thee! 
and the Life will draw thee and bring 
thee into its ſelf in irs own rime, ang 
what thou- haſt not yet ſeen, be no! 
inquiſitive to know, bur liv» by Faitt 
in the me:ſure of the Lite which 
thou haſt received, and unto which 
thou art attained , and let not thy 
reaſon ſearch into the ſecrets of God ; 
and being ſtedfaſt in the Faith anto 
God, and holding faſt that which thon 
haſt received in the Life, and in the 
drawings of the Life keep thy way : 
that which thou haſt not yet received, 
God will give thee in his time, and 
what thou haſt no: yet ſeen God will 
reveal it unto thee, and fo by the 
Life thou wilt be preſerved in the 
feeling of the Life that is preſent 
with thee, and in the vertue of it 
thou wilt grow from one degree to 
another, and ſo in due time come to 
be perfect and entire therein, and in 
thy 
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In theethy place where thou art travelling in 
d brings meaſure of the Life, thou wilt feel 
ne, ion "0A union with God, and with all 
be noithe Lambs and Babes born of God, 
y Faictin what degree ſoever they ſtand in 
_ Life, and thou wil: alſo feel uni- 
whictPN with every motion of the Lite, 
ot thywhether in Babes, Strong-men or 
God pAncients, and the Life will conform 
h untgſchee unto what is praGiſed by its own 
h chogſmotion, and ſo thou wile hold the true 
in thejForm in unity as from the {ite it is 
way Jmoved, obſerved, and practiſed, which 
eived,jÞeing leſs or more ir is bu: one in 
> andfall, and doth perfealy agree in ir 
d willj{elf both in ground and pradtice 3 
y thejand what js formed by the Lite, and 
1 the|maniteſted from the Life, that form 
reſent}!1s not withour the Power of the Life, 
of ir}but is filled with the glorious pre. 
e tolſence of the Love of God, and thar 
ne to|manifeſtation is to be ſubmitted un- 
d into 10 all bumbleneſs of mind, as in 


thy | the 
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the fight of God, and there every 
Babe, Lamb, and Plant will receive 


the Heavenly nouriſhment, and fo | 


grow up as living Members of a com- 
pleat Body in Chriſt the Head, 

In the Light of Chriſt is the riches 
of the Kingdom, and in the Light are 
all things miniſtred that is good for 
food ; tor the Light gives the ſavor of 
the Life, and the Life is the Souls 
nouriſhment, and this bread comes 
down from Heaven, and hath Life 
in it, and they that eat it live by ir, 
and do not die : Therefore in the 
Light all are to enter into the Houſe 
of the Lord, and wait at his Table, 
where Food is prepared, and the 
Cup filled, and in all humilicy co 
receive what the Father giveth, aud 
coyet no more, and then you will fic 
as a Family at one Table, and dif. 
cern the Lords Body, and feed up- 
on it, and not be condemned , and 
here- 
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herein God commends his Love un- 
to you, in that he furniſheth his 
Table for you, and gives you to 
drink of the River of his Pleaſure 
freely ; and this is the Cup of the 
New Teſtament in his Blood, which 
is his Life, and it doth not corrupt 
nor decay in it ſelf, but is alwayes 
new and freſh, and living z and ſo 
there is a time when the Life opens 
and miniſters, and there is a time 
to receive it, and a time to retain it, 
and a time to feed upon it, and a 
time toencreaſe in it, and a time when 
ſome may be ſpared, and a time to 
deal it; and this is the Son of Wiſdom 
that abides in the Fathers Houſe, and 
is alwayes in his Preſence, and knows 
the Fathers time in giving , and ob- 
ſerves the Fathers time in dilpoftng,and 
he neither carelefly hides his portion, 
nor prodigally ſpends it, but in the Fa- 
thers counſel is ordered aright : there- 
tore 


C:- IS 
fore every.one know your own porti- 


on, and when ye meet together in one | 
place, fit downat the Lords Table, eat } 


his Body, drink his Cup, for that is 
your portion, and always feel itnew in 
the Kingdom, and do not give your 
own portion unto any, until you have 
enough for your ſelves, and ſome to 
ſpare ; for when God commendeth his 
Love unto you, and that yetaſte how 
- good he is, then fink down into ir, that 
you may come more into the fulneſsg, 
and what is given receive it as your 
own portion,and feed upon itand grow 
in it, and run not from fhe Table 
with a taſte, and prodigally ſpendir ; 
for ſo you may give your own Bread 


away which God commends unto you | 
for your own uſe, and thereby loſe | 


your portion, whilft the Children of 
the Kingdom fir arthe Table and feed 
together at the Table, eating the Bread 
of Lite, and driaking the Cup of Blel- 
fing, 
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ſing, end ſo inherit their own portion, 


# and increaſ: inir; and then the Cup 
y overflows, and they can ſpare a little, 


and yer h2ycnough for themſelves, 
and this 1s a fafe ſtare for every one to 
keep at che Table of the Lord, 


This is given forth from the deep love 
of God for his choſen, who breathe 
in his Life to do his Will ; unto 
whom be everlaſting Peace. 


*Ne:inghamCoun- W;lliam Smith. 
ty Goal, the 34 
Moneth, 1663. 


